The longhouse design was generally associated with the Iroquois and sometimes with the
Delaware and Shawnee tribes.

The longhouse was a multi-family dwelling, from thirty to more than one-hundred feet in
length, and about twenty-five feet wide, and twelve to fifteen feet high. The Iroquois used a
rounded or Quonset-type roof, while the Delaware and Shawnee used a pitched or peaked roof.

Poles and saplings bound together with tough bark strings formed the framework. This
was covered with large sheets of elm or birch bark, overlapping and tied in place to make a
weatherproof covering.

Inside there would be a passageway down the center that contained fireplaces or pits for
cooking and heating. There was a smoke hole in the roof over each fire pit. The openings at
each end of the Jonghouse were usually covered with a large animal skin or hide.

Inside, each family lived and slept on raised platforms. These platforms extended along
the length of the longhouse on both sides. Placed a foot or two above the ground, these
platforms were framed with poles and floored with slabs of bark.

By the middle 1700s, the Delaware and Shawnee were using smaller dwellings. In 1751,
Christopher Gist, an explorer for the Ohio Company, visited the lower Shawnee town at the
mouth of the Scioto River. According to his journal, he recounted that there were one hundred
forty houses in the town, and the bark-covered council house was nincty fcet long.

American Indian villages could consist of as many as several hundred dwellings or
cabins, or as few as a half a dozen. The villages were generally located near a stream or large
spring. Good land for gardens and comfields and a plentiful supply of firewood were important
in determining the location of a village.
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Ritual was important to the Indian artist. The masks of the False Face Society of the
Iroquois were an example. This religious and healing society is still in existence. Once, the
masks had to be carved from a living basswood tree to retain the mystical life-force of the tree in
each mask. Carved masks also had to be stored properly, supplied with offerings of tobacco, and
handled respectfully. One of the popular masks of the False Face Society represented Broken
Nose, a powerful spirit-being who protected them from evil.

RELIGIONS

The religious beliefs of the American Indians were a part of their daily lives and actions
in a way never entirely understood by the white man. Everything has a soul or spirit, even
plants, small creatures, and objects: sometimes they wiclded considcrable power or influence
with the Maneto. Their concept of Life Force or a Great Spirit, Maker of all things, the Manitou,
Monedo, or Maneto, was generally translated by the white man to conform with the accepted
idea of the Judeo-Christian God.

James Smith, during his captivity among the American Indians in Ohio, found that they
differed a great deal in their religious beliels. Members of the same group or tribe of Wyandot,
Ottawa, or Mingo, varied in their religious traditions. By the time of the American Revolution,
they had some knowledge of Protestant and Catholic teachings for several years before, the
Moravian mission at Schoenbrunn had been established.

According to Smith, the Wyandot believed there had been a
squaw with magical powers who was a prophetess in the far distant
past. She was responsible for the creations of the continent.
Living on a small island with a few Indians, she prayed to the Great
Being, the Life Force, that the island might be enlarged. Her
prayers were answered when large numbers of muskrats and
tortoises brought mud and other materials to enlarge the island into
the continent. Therefore, they considered the land to be theirs; a
gift from their great grandmother which the white people had no
right to take.

The Shawnee believed that when the world began, one island was created for them and
another for the white man. This was the work of the Maker of all things. The Delaware believed
in the survival of the spirit or soul of man after death. The spirit left the earth to go to another
placc, where it could be free from the ills and miseries of this world.

The Algonquin language group, to which the Shawnee, Delaware, Ottawa, and Miami
belonged, believed a supernatural being or guardian accompanied each person. This totem —
usually a bird or animal, god or being — was the basis of the fundamental philosophy of the
Algonquian people which was never truly understood by the white man.

The Miami, originally a prairic pcople, believed the sun was the Master of life, the
Supreme Maker of all things.

Smith observed that the Ottawa believed in two great spirits or beings who are at war
with each other. The good spirit, Maneto, was kindness and love; while Matchemaneto, was
evil. Between thern, they govemned the universe. The Ottawa were divided in their beliefs
concerning these (wo great beings and their powers. Some worshiped the good Mancto, and
some served the evil Matchemaneto, perhaps through fear. Others sought to gain favor with both
to avoid offending either one. This belief in good and evil god-like beings ruling the universe
was held with some variation by other Ohio Indians.
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Numerous lesser deitics or beings, both good and evil, were thought to oppose each other.
The good spirits went about repairing the damages done by the evil ones.

There was also a belief in witches and witchcraft. Sometimes this belief was the cause of
tragedy and misery among the Ohio Indians as people were executed or lived under suspicion
because of it.

Moravian missionary, David Zeisberger, wrotc of the American Indian belief that witches
brought misfortune, sickness, or death to the villages or to individuals. These long-established
beliefs persisted well into the nineteenth century.

James Smith wrote that during his years of captivity in Ohio, he never actually witnessed
anything judged to be supernatural among the Wyandot, Mingo, and Ottawa. Even so, some
individuals claimed to be powerful sorcerers and conjurors, and worshiped the Matchemancto.
These were generally the men who caused the missionaries trouble and sought to arouse the
suspicions and superstitions of the non-Christian people among them.

The American Indians were not alone in their beliefs in witches, superstitions, and
strange spirits; throughout the world many people held similar ideas, even in so-called civilized
countries with a long-standing Christian tradition. Similar beliels were held in many areas in
rural backwoods American in the cighteenth century.

MEDICINE

American Indians were afflicted by a number of
diseases prevalent among Europeans. David Zeisberger and
John Heckewelder, Moravian missionaries in Ohio in the

1770s and 1780s, recorded some of the physical disorders.

“Fairly common were consumption, whopping
cough, pneumonia, rheumatism, arthritis, dropsy, asthma,
malarial (evers, dysentery, and intestinal worms. They also
suffered from tooth decay, sore eyes, blindness, boils, mental
disorders, measies, smalipox, and venereal diseases. —Some
of these may have been contracted from the Europeans.
Additionally, because of the nature of their lives as hunters
and warriors, they were exposed to many injuries — broken
‘bones, wounds, and snake bites.”

“Their medicines were made from a great variety of
roots, bark, leaves, seeds, berries, flowers, and stalks. Some
medicinal plants were used when fresh; others were dried
and powdered, or prepared as liquids, salves, or poultices.”

“The men and women who acted as doctors or
healers were divided into two groups. The first were the
conjurors or jugglers who sought cures through magic or
superstitious rites and who resorted to all kinds of trickery in their treatments. The second were
the “good and honest practitioners,” as John Heckewelder described them, who treated wounds
and diseases with reasonable skill and medicines. Heckewelder wrote:

“I firmly believe that there is no wound, unless it is absolutely mortal, or beyond the skill
or our own [white] practitioners which an Indian surgeon (I mean the best of them) will not
succeed in healing,”

Heckewelder related an instance of a Shawnee who suffered a nearly fatal gunshot wound
in his chest, which was completely healed by a Shawnee doctor.
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THE FIVE MAJOR TRIBES OF OHIO

The Shawnee, 1600—1833, migrated from their homelands of
South Carolina and Tennessee into eastern Pennsylvania by 1690.
Then in 1720, forced further west by hostile tribes and encroaching
Europeans, they began to move into the upper Ohio valley. By 1750,
they were established in the Scioto valley in southern and central
Ohio. It was they who offered the stiffest resistance to the advance of
the Americans. Three Shawnee chiefs have left their names upon the
records —Cornstock, Blue Jacket, and Tecumseh. Other well known
Shawnee were Black Hoof, Black Fish, and Wolf.

o _ Black Hoof, 1731-1831, the Shawnee chief called Ca-ta-he-
‘-'Shqwnee cassa, fought for 40 years to hold lands north of the Ohio River. But

- ’ he reconciled to peaceful association with the Euro-Americans after
he signed the Treaty of Greene Ville.

Black Hoof visited President Jefferson early in 1802 and made the following requests and
complaints:

“We live in a bad place for farming, the water is very bad in the summers; if you turn
your head back you will hear the lamentations of our women and children, distressed for want of
clothing and by hunger, we hope you will pity them and relieve them. It is our desire 1o live like
good neighbors, as long as the grass grows and the water runs in the rivers.”

“The second request we make is that you will stop your people from killing our game, at
present they kill more than we do; they would be very angry if we were to kill a cow or a hog of
theirs, the little game that remains is very dear to us.”

“We hope every request will be granted and we beg your assistance in gelting all
necessary farming tools, and those for building houses, that we may go to work as quickly as
possible, and likewise to furnish us with some domestic animals.”

Black Hoof, who at the time of his death was rumored to be 100 years old, died near
Wapakoneta, Ohio.

Tecumseh, 1768-1813, the Shawnee leader has been ranked with the greatest chiefs and
hero-figures of American Indian history.

He was a warrior famous for his courage, intelligence, and character. But with his skills
as an orator and leader, he labored to unite American Indian tribes into a strong confederation to
prevent further division of tribal lands and to resist the advance of white settlements.

In 1811, Tecumseh warned of the fate the American Indians would suffer unless they
united to resist the white man:

“..but what need is there to speak of the past? It speaks for itself and asks, ‘Where is the
Pequod? Where the Narraganseits, the Mohawks, Pacanokets, and many other once powerful
tribes of our race?’”

“They have vanished before the avarice and oppression of the white men, as snow before
a summer sun. In the vain hope of alone defending their ancient possessions they have fallen in
the wars with the white men.”

“Look abroad over their once beautiful country, and what see you now? Naught but the
ravages of the pale face destroyers meet our eyes. So it will be with you Choctaws and
Chickasaws!”

“Soon your mighty forest trees under the shade of whose wide spreading branches you
have played in infancy, sported in boyhood, and now rest your wearied limbs after the fatigue of
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the chase, will be cut down to fence in the lund which the white

intruders dare to call their own.”

“Soon their broad roads will pass over the graves of your
fathers, and the place of their rest will be blotted out forever. The
annihilation of our race is at hand unless we unile in one common
cause against the common danger, and thus escape the common
fate.” “Your people, too, will soon be as falling leaves and
scattering clouds before their blighting breath. You, too, will be
driven away from your native land and ancient domains as leaves are
driven before the wintry storms.”

The Miami,

1700—1818, migrated from Wisconsin and .”'Mia.rm_ ,

penetrated into western Ohio in the early 1700s, having already

established villages in Illinois, Michigan, and Indiana. In 1730, the first English traders are
known to have been trading gunpowder, hatchets, rum, blankets, and beads with the Miami for
their valuable furs. Their principal village in Ohio was Pickawillany — near present Piqua — but
their strongholds were dotted throughout the Maumee and Miami river valleys. Villages there
were destroyed in the 1790-1794 campaigns of generals Josiah Harmar and Anthony Wayne.

De anare

The Ottawa, 1740-1833, migrated from Ontario and the
upper Great Lakes, mainly Michigan and Wisconsin, and settled in
northwestern Ohio. Their best-known chief was Pontiac. Famous for
the “Pontiac Rebellion,” in 1763, which was a carefully planned
uprising of many tribes by which all English garrisons and
settlements in the Northwest were to be surprised and destroyed on
the same day The English fort on Sandusky Bay fell, but Detroit and

x Wy;xri&ot- -

Although the Miami were notable warrjors under the firm leadership of
Little Turtle, they won some important victories of the invaders from
the east. Another notable Miami was La Damoiselle.

The Delaware, 1700-1829. The Delaware, or Lenilenape,
were refugees from the east coast in New Jersey and Delaware. They
were defeated by the Iroquois and crowded out by English settlers.
They occupied large areas of eastern Ohio, including the Muskingum
and Tuscarawas river valleys. In alliance with the Shawnee, they
stubbornly opposed the frontiersmen. Some famous Delaware are
White Eyes, Shingas, Beaver, Newcomer,
Killbuck, Buchongehelas, and Tishcohan.

Fort Pitt did not. The campaign failed. Ottawa
The Wyandot, 1740-1843, were a -
segment of the Huron, and were pushed out
of Ontario, Canada by the Iroquois. They first settled in northern
Michigan, then migrated south into the Maumee and Sandusky valleys.
One of their chiefs, Tarhe (The Crane), signed the Treaty of Greene
Ville. Half King, Orontony (Nicholas), and Pomoacan were also noted
Wyandot chiefs.
Red Jacket, 1752-1830, the famous Seneca leader and orator
called Sa-Go-Ye, or Wat-Ha, or Hee Keeps-Them-Awake, was for the
most of his life a champion of Native American rights and their

traditional culture and religion.
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